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Historical Association
Historical Context: See Attached Form B.
Evolution of Site: See Attached Form B.
Architectural Description: See Attached Form B.

Summary: HillMichie Company Auto Garage, 29597 Medford Street, Somerville The Hill-Michie
Company Auto Garage is at the east corner of Walnut and Medford Streets on a sloping lot
bordered by the MBTA Lowell Line on the northeast (rear) side. The garage is a one-story, brick
commercial building constructed in 1906 and designed by Frank H. Dillaby of Boston. The
garage is recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places at the local level
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under Criteria A and C for association with the development of automobile commercial services
in the city and as a well-preserved example of early twentieth century brick garage construction.

A. Association with the development of automobile commercial services, and as the
oldest car dealership in the city

C. As awell preserved example of 20" century brick garage construction.
Findings on Historical Association

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next section.

(@) 1In accordance with the historic information obtained from Findings on Historical
Association, which utilizes historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit
research, and through an examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as
Somerville Past and Present, Staff find 295-297 Medford Street to be importantly associated with
one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, political,
economic or social history of the City or the Commonwealth.

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural,
economic and social history of the City for the reasons noted above.

Historical and Architectural Significance

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder
of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B).

The period of significance for the Hill-Michie Garage begins with its construction as a garage
circa 1906.

Integrity

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property
to convey significance.

a. Location: The building has not been moved. It is located at the corner of one of the
major rangeways (Walnut Street) and Medford Street close to the City Hall, the High
School and the Library and near the rail lines.

b. Design: The building was designed by Frank H. Dillaby of Boston. It has arched entries
and windows, a decorative frieze band or belt course and inset panels over the doors

c. Materials: The building is constructed with brick. Many of the openings have been
infilled with brick, concrete block and signage.

d. Alterations: Many of the openings have been infilled with brick, concrete block and
signage. Poor quality pointing of the mortar and mismatched bricks on one side stand out
from the original materials. Vehicular entries have been enlarged on the Medford Street
and Walnut Street sides of the building.
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Evaluation of Integrity: Despite the alterations to the building, it still retains integrity of form
and massing with many of the original details intact. It is the only remaining relatively intact
early brick 20" century garage in Somerville.

Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous
section.

(b) 1In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff find 295-297
Medford Street historically or architecturally significant.

The subject building is found historically and architecturally significant due as a well preserved
example of 20™ century brick garage construction by a known architect, Frank H. Dillaby.

1. Recommendation

Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance,
conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance. This report may be
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional
information provided to Staff or through further research.

For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National
Register or (B) at least 50 years old.

(A) The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National
Register.

According to the Form B prepared in 1990, the building is recommended as eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places under to two categories: A & C.

A. Association with the development of automobile commercial services, and as the
oldest car dealership in the city

D. As a well preserved example of 20™ century brick garage construction.
OR
(B) The structure, circa 1906, is at least 50 years old.
AND

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or
architecturally significant.

(a) In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic
maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through an
examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend that
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the Historic Preservation Commission find 295-297 Medford Street importantly
associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad
architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City or the
Commonwealth.

OR

(b) In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed
architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures,
as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff recommend that the
Historic Preservation Commission find 295-297 Medford Street historically and
architecturally significant.
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SMV.669
Hill - Michie Company Automobile Garage
Mike's Auto Service

295-297 Medford St
Medford and Walnut Sts

Somerville
Central Hill

1906
Dillaby, Frank H.
No style

Gas Station or Service Station; Machine Shop; Other
Commercial

Architecture; Commerce; Transportation

Wall: Brick; Granite; Stone, Cut
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FORM 1§ - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

- In Areafio. | Form no.
Wintet Hill

/

1/35-36
Somerville

295-297 Medford St. at Walnut

Hill-Michie Co. auto garage

b8 e

PWNEr P, § M. Realty Trust

on:

1906

City of Somerville Water Division

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location ,P%O v Architeet Frank H. Dillaby, Boston

in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

3TM=T-T7

/990 Exterior wall fabric

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features single-story brick garage

. with round-arch openings,

brick belt course and cornice.

Altered Date |
Moved Date |

. Lot size:
|

One acre or less Over one acre |

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

. Recorded by FPeter Stott

Organization Landscape Research

Date 5/80




7. Original owner (if known) Hill-Mickie Lo, Inc.

Original use automobile garage

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political : Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Hill-Michie Co. was established in 1899, making it, according to the City's
Board of Trade, the oldest garage in Somerville. The present building, built
in 1906 with an addition in 1912 could accomodate 75 cars.* 'They have a large
and perfectly equipped machine shop, and employ an efficient force of skilled
mechanics. Their location is in the centre where Somerville automobile owners
reside, and no city in New England can boast of as many automobiles passing
through a street....This popular concern has had the exclusive agency of the
Cadillac car for ten years, the Locomobile being added to their line five years
ago, and last fall the Ford was taken on to meet the demand for a high grade
low priced car...The company sells automobile supplies of all kinds, besides
renting, repairing and storage of automobiles.” (Board of Trade)

*A rendering of the new garage signed by the architect Frank H., Dillaby of
Boston was included in the souvenir program of the 4th of July Association in 1906.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Somerville Board of Trade, Somerville, Mass. -- The Beautiful City of Seven Hills
(Somerville, 1912), p. 108.

Somerville Fourth of July Association, Somerville, July 4, 1906 (Souvenir program
of advertisements) (Advertisement with architectural drawing, signed). Copy
at Somerville Library, history room.
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FORM B - BUILDING CONTINUED AREA FORM NO.
WINTER HILL 669
Somerville

295-297 Medford Street
Hill-Michie Company Garage

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT
This property is significant:

A - for its association with the development of automobile commercial
services, and as the oldest auto garage and car dealership in the City.

C - as a well-preserved example of early 20th century brick garage
construction.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

fo. 295-297 is a one- and two-story, brick, flat-roofed garage. The building
has a flat parapet, corbelled cornice, and segmentally arched window openings
with granite sills. The simple brick pilasters end at the cornice except on
the steep Walnut Street facade where they extend beyond the roof line. Most
of the window openings have been blocked in and modern roll type garage doors
added.

The Winter Hill section of Somerville is located in the north central section
of the city and takes its name from one of the seven glacial drumlins tkat
give Somerville its rugged topography. The main thoroughfares through Winter
Hill are Broadway, a 17th century road which connected Charlestown to points
west, and Medford Street, an early 19th century north/south road located
along the 1835 Boston & Lowell (now Boston & Maine) railroad right of way.
Winter Hill has three important commercial areas: the mid-19th century Gilman
Square at the intersection of Medford, Pearl, and Marshall Streets; the late
19th century/early 20th century Winter Hill section at the intersection of
Broadway and Marshall Street; and early 20th century Magoun Square at the
intersection of Medford Street and Broadway. Winter Hill also has two
principal industrial areas located along the B&M railroad right-of-way in the
valley between Central Hill and Winter Hill. Winter Hill's development
paralleled much of the rest of Somerville's growth: 17th and early 18th
century farmsteads giving way to dense residential development in the mid-
to late 19th century. With the advent of the railroad in the 1840s and
1850s, factories and commercial areas developed first along the railroad and
later along streetcar lines located on main thoroughfares such as Broadway.

Recorded By _Fitch & Hollister,
The Public Archaeology
Laboratory, Inc.

Organization _Somerville

Historic Preservation Commission
Date _May, 1990
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